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Dorothea Erxleben (1715-1762)

First female doctor of medicine in Germany

Taught in medicine and natural
sciences by her father together
with her brother, she turned to
Frederick the Great in 1741 to
request permission to study and
earn a doctorate at the
University of Halle. She
completed her doctorate in 1754
with highest grade.
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Until her early death at the age
of just 46, she worked as a
icensed physician and enjoyed
great recognition. However,
throughout her life, she was
attacked by male colleagues and
accused of ‘quackery'.

In addition to numerous
schools, clinics, and learning
centers named after her, a
postage stamp featuring her
portrait was issued in 1987.
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